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Fire Rava@s Santa Clarit

Buckweed, Ranch, and Magic Fires kurn over 90,000 a@&s

Photo Courtesy of VHS Journalism
One of the numerous residential homes very near the Magic Fire is perilously close to burning.

David Kim
\Viking Msion Co-Editor inChief

of control on October 21, hasis sure what started the Castaidents and students returned to
burned more than 38,356 acresRanch fiasco. their schools and homesThere
15 homes, and 17 outbuildings. The “Magic” Fire, is still some residue smoke and
Beginning October 21, More than 1,200 personnel werevhich was the smallest of theone can sometimes smell that
numerous fires broke out acrosat the scene of the fire and as othree, was caused by a weldinginforgettable scent of fire.
Southern California ravaging thenow; the fire is 100% contained.accident and burned more tharHowever this is quite an
countryside and threatening theAs for what caused the fire, many2,824 acresAs of now the fire is improvement from the ominous
homes and lives of thousands oéources such a¥he New &tk 100% contained and no longemushroom clouds and red skies
nearby residents.Though most Timesstate that no one is entirelyposes a threat to nearby residerfrom last week.
of the devastating fires weresure though there have beerties. October 22 and 23 of
located near San Diego andsome speculation that it may The combination of last week, which were the most
Malibu, three lage fires broke have been caused by carefullyextremely strong winds and lowdangerous moments in which
out in the Santa Clarit¥/alley planned arson. levels of humidity caused thesethese fires came perilously close
threatening the safety of some of The Castaic “Ranch” fires to blow out of control and to to many residential homes, were
Valencia High Schodd'very own Fire, located near Castaic, hawecome very difcult to contain. spent with families and friends
staf and students. burned over 51,337 acres, includIt took the combined &rts of glued to theirTVs constantly
“l was kind of nervous,” ing three homes and four eut firefighters across the state andearching for any more updates
stated, sophomore&rystal Yi. buildings. Luckily this fire was all the available resources toupon the fire situation.
“We left at six in the morning andlocated in a sparsely populatedring these fires under control. Even though this was a
our house almost burned downarea allowing fewer chances for “l didn’t think | would crisis in which many people
My mom was really scared.” casualty and property damageget evacuated,” says senideff feared for their lives, the lives of
The Buckweed Fire, More than 1,264 personnel wereKandel. “A policeman with a their loved ones, and their homes,
located inAgua Dulce, set aflame at the scene and as of nothis mask just came to my house anthe adversity has shown that
the Canyon Country regioriThe fire is also 100% containedAs told us we had to leave.” Santa Clarita can remain strong
fire, which began spreading outwith the Buckweed fire, nobody On October 24, resi in the face of natural disaster
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Choir Halloween Concert Sells

Matt Rhodes The big surprise of both nightsenegy out of the whole shawThe kids on
Viking Msion Saff Wtiter was Womens performance of “Double stage were dancing and laughing, which
Trouble,” a famous song from the Harryturn had the audience dancing and laug
Potter movie series.The women started ing. It was definitely a crowd pleaser
On Thursday October 18, and off in the aisles of the theatemd gradual The choirs performed such clag
Friday, October 19, th¥alencia choir pro ly worked their way to the stage in an eerisics as “Ghostbusters”, “The Monstg
gram-Men's, Women's, Mixed, Concert sort of way The choir danced around aMash,” and a very interesting version (¢
and Jazz-hostedThe Haunting, a cauldron filled with dry ice, while singing, “Thriller,” which featured\Nick Peterson

Halloween show held on campus. “Something wicked this way comes!” end beat box. The crowd favorite, “Flash

Men’s choir performed a wonder ing the showwith all of the performers Gordon,” performed by concert choif
ful version of “Ghostbusters,” on bothsurrounding the cauldron. included Nick Peters running around in Iif
Thursday and Friday nightAlthough the The Halloween favorite, “The tle black tights, as Flash GordonThis
performers did not sing together in the Monster Mash” was performed by abousong warranted major audience partieip Photo Courtesy of VHS Journalism
right key it added to the experience of thesixty different monsters in the mixedtion as they laughed and danced in th¢‘One Short Day” by Women'’s Choir.
Ghostbusters, adding fun for both the audchoir, ranging from Dr Frankenstein to seats. while Taylor performed the back-up
ence and the singers themselves. Chucky This song felt like it had the most One of the Thursday night vocals.

soloists,Alex Walton, sang “Desperado,” The sound of both nights was

a beautiful rendition of the already famouslawless. Thanks to the professional soiind
Eagles song of the same name. Evasguipment, and the people running it
though the song did not relate to th¢Paige Kensil, Danielle Rodgers
Halloween theme of the night, she broughtnthony Enns, andSteve Burkman), we
a major classic into contemporary societjtad a pleasant listening experience.
with style and graceThe song was sung “Everyone did a wonderful jab
almost to perfection, and really added teonight, and | would like to thank everygne
the night. who participated in bringing this show]| to
Jordan Haro, a soloist from life,” statedMrs. Enns, the choir directoy
Friday night sang, “Jack’Lament,” from after the show on Friday She feels that
the famous Halloween film, The this is a good group of kids this yeand
Nightmare Before Christmas.With a she's really looking forward to their trip
voice like none otheldordan successfully Italy at the end of next year
replicated the voice of Jack Skellington, Thanks to Mrs. EnnsThursday
bringing us an almost perfect version ofind Friday night kicked 6the Halloween
the famous Halloween song. seasonThe performances were delightful,
Clara Kang and Sunny Kim and the song choices coultiiave been
performed Evanescense’“Bring Me to more appropriate The only way it could
Photo Courtesy of VHS Journalism  -if€,” With two members of L.A. Leather have been more authentic would have
Concert choir performing “Masquerade” live. Taylor Diambrini and Elias McCann.  been to have zombies run the show
Elias accompanied the soloists on piano,

—
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Homecoming, A Week To Ren

Sajira Awang Vikings against GoldeWalley- the final score
Viking Msion Lifestyle Co-Editor 56- 14.

At halftime, homecoming court was
announced. Freshman court included

Homecoming spirit has returned forChristen Harper and Eric Woodward.
the 10th year aVHS. This year the school Sophomore court includeBree Blatchford
took on a Disneyrheme.The freshmen were and Brock Vereen Junior court included
the adventurou$arzan, sophomores were theSarah HicksandEaston Schirra The Senior
courageous Hercules, juniors were the amusourt rode up to the stage in a horse led car
ing Peter Pan, and seniors were the lovehage and the queen and king were announced-
Alice in Wonderland. Shea Jacksonand Mitchell Aasted Both

On October 12, there was a spiritvere very happy to have been chosen.
rally in the Disney-themed gynAs Disney “The feeling is similar to eating ice
songs boomed and students cheered otream on a hot ddysaid Mitchell Aasted.
school: cheer and dance showefitbéir new “It' s absolutely ridiculously cute.”
moves. Both did a wonderful jolhe Ziti Shea Jackson shares similar feelings,
Brothers, a team of acrobatic professional$, could not believe that | had actuallyfedt
showed of their dancing skills and their ed that many people in some wdyam so
abnormal human strength, which was one dfiankful to everyone.”

the best crowd pleasers during the rally The Homecoming Dance was the
“It was definitely one of the best thisperfect way to end 6& spirited Homecoming
yeat” said Alexis Veloz Week. The gym was filled with inflatable

Before the game on October 13, thergames, Dance Dance Revolution, a movie
was a parade of Disney floats madeASB. screening and refreshments. Outside the music
Seniors ended up winning the award for theas booming and the students were moving.
best float. The game was a victory for theThis was certainly a week to remember

Photo Courtesy of ASB

The crowd cheer as the Homecoming The H _ Photo Courte;}’ OfIASB
nominees enter in a chariot. € Homecoming nomInees on dispiay.
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New Policies Increase the Food Pric

cannot be sold at school.such as ours because most of our business

“You have to is a la carte,” says District Food Service
be healthy to learn,”says DirectorLeann Frame.
assistant principaMr. Mrs. Frame has been working for
Luxmore. “Student the district since 1974 and has been the
health comes beforefood director for fifteen years. She
education.” believes that we need to find a “happy

Many students medium” or else this program will fail.
don't realize that the Due to the lack of food that
debate over good nuiri appeals to the student populatiors diffi-
tion in school has been acult for schools to make moneyf abfete
controversial issue over ria food.The big problem is that a majeri
the past couple of ty of teens dort’enjoy food that would be
decades. In the earlyconsidered healthyThis distaste for
80’s, parents tried to banhealthy foods comes from the classic
sodas from schools andAmerican eating habits.
now the state has
declared laws that don't
allow unhealthy food in
schools.

Students are
also upset that vending
, machine prices went up.
Photo Courtesy of VHS Journalism This is due t&ASB'’s fear
in the new nutrition reg
ulations. ASB believes

Students continue to line up and buy food from the cafeteria even with the new food policies.

Lachlan McKinney the government and parents. In a studfiat because some of the most populai Photo Courtesy of www.carlsjr.com
Viking Msion Saff Witer done by the Center for Disease Contrgtems were taken bfthe cafeteria menu, Western Bacon Cheeseburgers
and Prevention, 36 percent of kids fromhey will lose money are no longer sold on campus.
the age of 6 to 19 are overweight, which “It' s ridiculous,” says sophomore America is notorious for its eat
Those students who were herenay lead to diabetes and heart problem&yle Shaver. “Every year they jack up the ing habits and its been passed from gener
last year might remember the gigantithat can g&ct them later on in life. prices. I'm sick of it.” ation to generation that one can eat what
bagels you were able to huyut that bagel To combat this epidemic, the The rules concerning the regulaone wants and not worry about théeefs

has now shrunk. Food such as doughnutstate and federal governments have issugigns state that 50 percent of the terms d@hat unhealthy eating habits can have on
Carl's Jr, and Cup O'Noodles are not new nutrition regulations for all schools tostate laws must be in place by now and 1GBeir bodies later in lifeTo really afect
allowed to be sold at school under nevollow. The reason the bagels have shrunfercent by 2009This delay of the regula the eating habits of someone you need to
nutrition regulations. is because all snacks have to be less th@dns allowsASB to sell food and drinks start in grade school but the government is

It is a well known fact that child or equal to 250 caloriehis is also the that are against regulation such as sodasdoing its best to correct the bad nutrition
obesity inAmerica is a major concern forreason that Cad’Jr and Cup ONoodles “It’ s tough especially in districts habits of youngAmerica.

R.I.P. Anna Kim

You will always be in our hearts... .

Photo Courtesy of VHS Journalism

...You will always be missed.



