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The new series, Gossip
Girl , from the same creator of
The O.C., is not as wonderful as
the show claims to be.  Based on
the books by Cecily von
Ziegesar, the new show is noth-
ing compared to the novels.

On the upper east side of
Manhattan, live the gorgeous rich
kids that go to little cocktail par-
ties every weekend.  They spend
their time smoking pot, drinking,
and sleeping around all without
guilt, but unlike the  novels, the
producers drew the line at smok-
ing.  The parents and their kids

have more in common than they
think, such as their drug abuse
problems.

The show has very
bland characters, minus the
almost date-rapist, Chuck Bass,
played by Ed Westwick, who
takes teenage tendencies to a
completely new level.  Yet some-
how, no one seems to do too
much about his little problem
with manners.  The main charac-
ter, Serena van der Woodsen,
played by Blake Lively, seems to
have taken a positive turn in her
life upon her return to her past
life, but the novels do not hint at
such angelic motives. The evil
manipulative queen, Blair
Waldorf, played by Leighton
Meester, seems to portray her
character better than expected.

The parents want in on
the excitement too.  Rufus
Humphrey, the father of loner
Dan and freshman sister, Jenny, is
portrayed as a has-been rock star
with an intriguing past with
Serena's mother, Lily.  The nov-
els, however, portray Rufus as an
oblivious poet with a bad sense of
hygiene and an interesting taste
in cooking. 

There seems to be a
drastic change in some characters
though.  What about Vanessa? In
the series she is a bald Goth that
seems perfect for loner-boy Dan,
played by Penn Badgley, but in
the show she has a full head of
hair and wears quite fashionable
clothing.  She and Dan have a
past in both the books and the
show, but it seems that Dan has
chosen Serena over Vanessa in
the show.  

Did anyone else notice
the switching of roles in Serena's
brother, Erik?  In the novel Erik
is Serena's promiscuous older
brother attending Brown and in
the show he is her younger suici-
dal brother who has a thing for
Jenny Humphrey, played by
Taylor Momsen.  It is hard not to
have noticed the huge difference
in Jenny's character.  In the nov-
els, Jenny is quite top-heavy and
has curly brown hair.  However,

in the show Jenny is a typical
teenage girl without the assets
that attract attention.  It is nice,
however, that they have toned
down the stalkeresque nature of
both Humphreys.

Gossip Girltakes a turn
on moral lessons in our contro-
versial world.  With the sub-par
acting and tacky scripting, it is
just as addicting as those Spanish
soaps and I will definitely be
watching.
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You can catch Gossip Girl on Wednesdays at 8 PM on Channel 5.

You Know Y ou Lo ve Gossip Girl

Elie Rojas
Viking Vision Staff Writer

Open Meis a modern novel on the
ancient practices of professional mourning.
It is the story of Mem and the destructive
love between her
and her mother. 

T h e
t r a i n i n g :
“Lazyfilthyliar…I
love you…no
wonder, no won-
der, no wonder
your father left.”
The questions
she’ll never be
allowed to answer:
“Is it true that they
make you fondle
corpses?”; “Is it
true that your
mother tortured
you to teach you
how to cry?”;
“Have you ever
lived in hiding?”;
“Do you ever per-
form for clients in
private?”; “Did
you know it was
against the
law?”; “Why
won’t you just
tell us your
name?” All of
these and more
questions about hired mourners are still
mysteries today - for no wailer is allowed to
reveal the secrets of her training. 

Mem, the girl around whom the
story revolves, is a most fragile looking kid.
She is a talented mourner, acquainted with
death and more accustomed to it than most
of us would probably ever be. She grew up
unlike you or me: no friends but her family,
no toys but pieces and scraps, no TV, no

iPod; no anything but what her mother was
to her - and that was everything. What if
your mother called you a “lazyfilthyliar”
and subsequently said “I love you”? 

It must be hard to imagine, but the
last arrest of a professional mourner was in

1999. This person
was known to the
public as Mirabelle,
but according to
reports about the
training - and life - of
a wailer, they are
under no circum-
stances allowed to
reveal their secret
(real) name to the
unprofessionals (any-
one outside this cult).

Mem grew up
believing that “clients
should find it unbear-
able to watch yet
impossible to turn
away, while the
Wailer should find it
equally as unbearable
to be watched. This is
the moment you must
strive for.”

This book is
enlightening to the
occult, revealing to
the secret, and an
alternate to reality. It
is easy to read,
though hard to swal-

low at times. It’s a beautiful story, complete
with articles and other sources that open a
window from the fiction of the story into
what happened in the world outside to
inspire it. 

This story has a most moving end-
ing - as most good novels do, but it is nev-
ertheless special and unique to the full sense
of the word. Absolute dramatic irony!

Book Review: Open Me
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Open Me is a modern novel about the
old practice of professional mourning.
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Karma's a bummer, but
not when it is a delicious restau-
rant based in the heart of Santa
Clarita suburbia. Taking the
place of where Maria’s Italian
Cuisine used to be on Cinema
Drive, Karma is a nice escape
from the Americanized restau-
rants typically seen in this valley.
It is authentic Indian Food,
unlike eateries such as Tikka
Grill, and provides a culturally
rich atmosphere that all families
can enjoy.

Being that it is such an
authentic restaurant, Karma is an
acquired taste and may take a
moment or two for your taste-
buds to recalibrate and adjust to
the true Indian cuisine. However,
once situated, the experience is
great.

Karma’s entrees are a
little pricey-they start around $11
and are served a la carte. Because

of this, we strongly recommend
ordering a side of bread or soup.
It is definitely worth the few
extra dollars. The chicken naan is
a pita-like bread stuffed with
chicken, herbs, and Indian spices
that goes excellently with the
chicken curry or the tofu curry.

If you enjoy curry, pre-
pare to have your palette pam-
pered. The curry was delicious,
and can be prepared as spicy as
you like. We had the mild chick-
en and tofu curry, and although it
could've stood to be a little spici-
er, it was extremely tasty. The
portion was pretty hefty, so if you
order the curry, you may want to
split it between two.

The service on hand at
the restuarant was exceptional.
Without having to subtley play
with the ice in our empty glasses
to signal a refill, or flag down
another server for an extra place
setting, our waiter was at hand.
This may have been because the
early dinner-hour did not attract
many patrons, but regardless,
there wasn’t a moment where we
were left unattended when we
needed attending to. Our waitor
was very congenial,  more than

willing to show us the upstairs
lounge while we waited for our
food, and also took the time to
share some uncommon trivia
about the Indian culture.

Karma’s atmosphere is
almost as rich as the food. There
is a strong sense of Indian tradi-
tion. Every waiter is of Indian
descent, the color schemes reflect
the culture, and the first thing you
see upon entering the restaurant
is a massive Indian statue.

Karma has a luxurious,
Vegas-style lounge upstairs for
those who are 21 and older. You
can rent the lounge out for a party
of approximately 25, but no
reservations are needed to dine
upstairs. The lounge, along with
the entire venue, is non-smoking,
but drinks and food are served.

Overall, Karma lived up
to our expectations. Its profound
sense of culture was a nice
escape from the mundane restau-
rants in Santa Clarita. The food
was as authentic as the atmos-
phere, and delicious too. Don't be
surprised if your bill is a bit more
than you expected, but we guar-
antee it's worth the money.
Definitely good Karma. 

Good Karma is Delicious
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Karma’s selection of delicious and authentic Indian curry.
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Karma’s cultural setting.
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If you have ever looked
on the New York Times
Bestsellers List, I guarantee you
that the author Stephenie Meyer's
books are on the upper half of the
list. In her latest installment of
the Twilight Trilogy, Eclipse,
which was released this summer,
reminds you of why The New
York Times put this young new
author on the list just after she
released her first book ever,
Twilight. With exquisite writing
style and description, Eclipse is
the next chapter in the adventure
between these hopelessly in love
characters, Edward Cullen, the
well spoken and old fashioned
teenager from the 1900’s and
Isabella Swan, the clumsy high
school senior who can't keep her-
self away from trouble and dan-
ger.  

In the latest installment
of this trilogy, Isabella Swan is
choosing colleges, even though
she has convinced herself that
she won't be staying at college
for more than a year since her
vampire boyfriend is going to
turn her into a vampire. Though
reluctant, Edward Cullen makes
the promise of turning her into
one of them, as long as they are
married before they do so.
Needless to say, he is the old-
fashioned type. 

If someone were to ask
me to describe the third book, I
would have to say it's a cross
between Van Helsing and Romeo
and Juliet. Stephenie Meyer,
though new to the writing scene,
fills each page with vivid words
and heartfelt dialogue. Bella
Swan has met who she thinks is
her one true love, Edward Cullen,
who turned out to be a vampire.
Now Bella has to put up with all
the disadvantages of having a
vampire as a boyfriend and also

having a werewolf as a best
friend. Together they all fight evil
vampires in order to keep Bella
alive. Every single chapter in this
book is like a new journey and
each member of the Cullen
Family shares a tale with Isabella
about how they became they way
they were. It is difficult enough
for an author to flash back into
time, but Meyer creates effortless
transitions. And who could forget
the book’s favorite damsel in dis-
tress? Isabella Swan is the only
human and she is torn between
the love of her life, Edward
Cullen, who is a vampire, and her
one true best friend, Jacob Black,
who professed his love for her.
Who will she choose? Well, that's
for the book to decide. 

Eclipse is a fantastic
and intriguing read, however it
also gets a tad on the boring side.
With all the flashbacks and sto-
ries being thrown around, it is
rather difficult to keep track of
who’s saying what. The book is
obviously unrealistic, but at
times it gets to the point where
the reader sits there and ponders
how many unnatural creatures
this author wants to throw into
this book before it becomes a
freak show. The book has already
introduced a family full of vam-
pires, and a pack of werewolves. 

Although Eclipsehas its
ups and downs while reading, it
will keep you turning the pages
and questioning every part you
read.  The one liners delivered by
the characters are both witty and
classic, and the tall tales every
character has to share are unfor-
gettable. Reading this latest
installment of the trilogy taught
me how I should react if I had a
blood thirsty vampire as my
boyfriend, a werewolf as a best
friend, and evil monsters as my
enemy who are planning to find
me and eventually kill me. So all
in all, Eclipseis a very realistic,
if not interesting, read. 

Book Review: Eclipse
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Eclipseis a fantastic and intriguing read.
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Karma Indian Cuisine & Bar has taken the place of Maria’s Italian Cuisine on Cinema Drive.


