Course orientation
Career Exploration Project ~ Valencia high school

Purpose

· Allow students the chance to show the cumulative skills they have learned while in high school.

· Direct students toward real experience in a career field in which they have an interest.

· Give students a chance to work at something they are personally invested in.

Principles

· Make a plan

· Write it down

· Follow through

· Keep records/journal

· Evaluate setbacks

· Embrace the challenge

Process

· Design a general  project

· Find a mentor in the community

· Specifically define the scope and expectations of your project; formally submit that plan

· Complete research necessary to helping you complete your project

· Create a series of steps you will take toward your final product

· Turn in completed journal and completed portfolio including sources/Bibliography.

· Present project to a panel.  This presentation is a formal presentation – as though you were having a job interview and you were “selling” yourself.  This MUST include visual aids, proper attire, proper attitude, good diction, and good preparation.

· Project ideas may be rejected because of danger, lack of feasibility, appropriateness, or other reasons.  

· Any cost or injury related to the career exploration project is the responsibility of the student.  

Attendance Policy

· Your attendance is important and directly related to your success in this course.  You will need to come to class one time per week.  The school tardy and attendance policy will be enforced – 1 absence = 5 days.

Academic Honesty

· Any student involved in dishonesty in any work, hours, etc, will be subject to one, some, or all of the following:  an automatic zero on the work; a referral to the Assistant Principal; and a conference between the AP, the parent(s), and the teacher.

Classroom Management Policy

· You are young adults and have reached a level of maturity that requires you to accept full responsibility for your conduct and your treatment/interactions with your peers and teachers.  

Grades

· Grades are based on assignments turned in, advisor & mentor evaluations, evidence of progress (journal), and the final presentation and portfolio (summary including references).

· I must do the following to receive credit for senior project:

· Attend class once/week

· Complete 45 hours of practical project – Mandatory (if you do NOT do 45 hours you will FAIL the class)

· Turn in preliminary assignments

· Provide evidence of progress

· Select a mentor and meet with them regularly

· Complete the project in a manner acceptable to your mentor and teacher

· Submit a complete portfolio

· Make a high quality presentation to a small panel

· Grade breakdown:

· 45 hours MANDATORY  PASS/FAIL COMPONENT(see above)

· Journals:


10%

· Portfolio:


10%

· Presentation:


30%

· All Other Assignments:
50%

ESLRs 

Expected Schoolwide Learning Results 

Valencia High School

 Will prepare its graduates to be:
Effective Communicators who:

· Express themselves competently in written and oral form.

· Utilize technology for communication.

· Demonstrate listening skills. 

Responsible Citizens who:

· Are culturally aware and understand the importance of arts in society.

· Behave in a manner that demonstrates respect for cultural diversity and individual differences.

· Behave in ways that demonstrate an understanding of the character values that underlie society.

· Participate in community service.

· Demonstrate responsibility for the immediate environment.

Healthy Individuals who:

· Are physically, emotionally, and mentally fit.

· Are aware of balanced nutrition and the correlation between an active lifestyle and good health.

· Have positive social skills.

Critical and Creative Thinkers who:

· Demonstrate sound decision making skills.

· Use higher order thinking skills to analyze and interpret information and solve problems.

· Access, evaluate, analyze, and use information from a variety of resources to meet personal and curricular needs.

· Are able to use reading strategies and techniques to improve their comprehension of content materials.

· Are able to use mathematical concepts to solve both hypothetical and real-life situations.

Self Directed Learners who:

· Create short and long term educational goals.

· Function effectively with technology.

· Can work alone or in groups to achieve common goals.

· Demonstrate learning in challenging subject matter.

· Demonstrate achievement in reading, writing and mathematics across the curriculum.

· Participate in school-to-career activities.

Teacher Availability

· Please email or call the career project advisor if you have any questions:

Name:___________________________  email:__________________  ext.:_____

I have read and understand the class rules and procedures for Career Exploration Project.

Parent/Guardian




Student
____________________________


____________________________

Print Name





Print Name

____________________________


____________________________

Sign Name





Sign Name

____________________________




Date
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